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The first fuel-injected model was a
stripped-down 855cc version of Triumph's
flagship Daytona T595 sportshike. Oval
tubular frame, single-sided swingarm and
odd bug-eye headlamps, This bike started
the speed Triple's transformation from
café racer to streetfighter, as the 1997
bike came with clip-ons as standard. All
later models had wide bars (though
clip-ons were an optional extra),
Available in orange or black,
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Keeping with true café-racer ethos, the
ariginal Triple was essentially a naked

- Baytona 900, The Daytona was simply

| taio hig and heavy to be 3 soceasshil
sportshike. But by removing its falrings
Trivmph rekindled that 59 Club spirit and
the Speed Triple was bomn. Mixing classic

“stylewith their contemporary three-

 cylinder engine made the Speed Triple an

I insfant success for Triumph. Available in

h!a.r.k, yellowand orange.
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With a rrroduqummm of ane year,
Triumph made:usﬂas haby" Speed

Triples. It was powered by the Trident 750
engine and ws otherwise near identical

to theT309, '-ulthl'lieunl'.r difference

bedng the srnalrenhl@_s siy-spoke wheels.

Available in blackl”
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Similar to the T509 in looks, but the addition of 70cc from
the Daytona 9551 engine gives this Triple a now legendary
dose of midrange torqgue. it produces 72ft-1b at just
6000rpm - 9ft-Ibs more than the previous model, The
2002-on bikes got a revised cylinder head, new styling and
a Tk weight loss. Bikes from 1999-2001 were green or
black and in 2002 they went to blue, black and pink.
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Atotal upgradﬂ W||1E bars, bug-eyed looks, sportshike
chassis and a radical stumpy tail combined to give the
1050 real streetfighter attitude, But it wasn't all looks and
no substance - most who've ridden it have hailed the
torque-riddied 1050 engine as the perfect road-riding
engine, with both incredible overtaking ability and
impressive fuel econamy. Little wonder it's Triumph's best
selling bike around the world.

From caferacer ro

otts to 1050 hootigar,

we chart 13years of England’s eCCentric

export, tNem :
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uthentic urban coal is tricky to replicate. Like a local MP headbanging
to the latest rock band {o win young votes, a factory-prodisced
streetfighies has (he potential to be exceedingly cringeworshy with
mainstream manufacturers trying to harmess the spirit of the underground in
order to make a quick bk,

Thankfully, Triumphy ﬁn'lampkalnﬂhstream mianufacturer, With inherited
cool from s 1960s harftage. Hinckley had the credentials to tap into urban
miotorcycle culture &t street level in a way that Suzuki or Honea just couldn’t
pull off. The Speed Tﬂnhmmasmen‘mﬂmethdWht af that culture.

Triumphy's irreverent, rebelfious streak was made acceptable by the fact that
they were thErEngl'Eth'mTl’ﬂﬂﬂam outside the Ace Café with the Triton and
-speed Twin café racers of the sivties.

Despite the fact it was factary-born rather than shed-created, the Speed
Triple was instantly emirzcad by fans of street style. The looks and attitude of
a real iomeamade strect bl mived with 2 hearty slie of Trivmph heritage.
From its launch [n1994 tathe present day, Triumph's Speed Triple s a modern
tribute to the British rocker spirit that defined 3 generation,

Triumph's productmanager Stamon Warborton
explains the birth af the Speed Triple..

The first Speed Triple was the style that did. Customer feedback

designad I-haouse by so0n saw clip-on bars dropped in
Triumph's design team and was favour of the wide handlebars that
fnspired by the Trident 900 -abasic  are now acharacteristic feature of
roadster that was great fur to ride, the Speed Triple.
Triumph's aim was o make a sportier, Butitwas2005that becamea
more aggressive version of the significant year jn the development of
Trident based aroundts fantastic the Speed Triple. That was the year it
885¢cc carburetted engine, butwitha  Finally broke the Hink with the
suspension set-up and riding position  Daytona and set off.on its own path,
more sifted to sports riding. The Spead Triple 1050 was designed

Wher the designteam worked out  asa puire, no-compromise high-
what they neededtodotothe blketn  performance naked bike, and {thas
achieve what they wanted, the first established itseif as a hugely
Speed Triple hecame hasically a impartant bike in Triumph's
Daytona 900 with the fairings model rmgﬁ_,w
remiaved. But the original Intention :
wias 10 Create a sportier Trident.
Later modeks were heavily

intisenced by the streetfighter scene.
Bikes like Steve Burms’ Monster bike
(right) were a uge part of that

mawement and, while that bike didn't
specifically inspire the bug-eyed
Speed Triples it's a great example of
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