| always
lked the
looks of the
500; it's
st 50
mean and
stands out
i didnt
intend to
buy it , but
g0t caried

away!

hard the S

Inat Ehen criginal

ore that was still completety sianoad 1 it
gaing ta e modified then [ wart i stan with
a clean canvas’ and as the bikes aged some
signs of wear and toar could be found. Gihan
his budget, Mise avoided the exarmples with
corrosion herming amurd the homs and
pettineg alloy, and work for & mirT, one-paner
machine with 20,000 miles clotked-up.

It cast me E3200 from Card Rosner
after & bt of hard bargairing, bt I
bowght froen Flosner’s belore and they've
abways looked after me!

S oes the reality manch the oream? Miles
the first person to adrmit Shat the okder Speed
Triples arpn't absohnshy perfect. The brakes
could ceriainly be better. A5 (E5 50wy ey
they lack bite, and 17 prefer more foel to Shem.
[ts alsp a paln not having & cemmstand, Ard 3
parbs rubber split after onty thee weeks, which
viaar covered by the warmntyt’

Even 50, you wortt get him &2 saap his
origiral Triple for the 955 version, 't always
puts @ sl on ry face, even when | just it
on it [ knew that I'm riding something reatly
special with a ertain ... preserce, | guesE, on
tre road. [t gets lots of atterrion, despite berg
relatively resw, | think the chassic looks crms
peagle in, although it deesn't appear cid

"Rigig ik a hugely satislying experience, Its
sk & physical bike io had around which male
i wery engaging and enjoyable. Even without 4
fairireg it's stil pretty aornforiabe on the
rriteesgy, Hnd the omue deliery 5 a blast®

Mike also reporis & warm welcome fram
the THumph Dwrers' Club, who made him
feal cornplsely &L home with mestings
atwenced by old and new Triumphs alike.
Wilor belleves that his black beauty will
stand alonguide the T95% at the Hinckley
Trivmph classies of the future and riends
ta hang crlo his for mary years,

"I st s totally biack' were hiks firal
words... |

Bu Eycd
Bu? Beautiful

Ricrard Parkes {atove, right) sty
iencled %0 buy 2 TS5 when bis crom Mike
dragged Firn to Carl Rosrer's shop. There, the
menacing TS0 sealed his fate..,

*| ety Bked the original Triumgis’ 535
®ichard, ‘and I've owred lots of Aapansse
epaorts bikes and warmed somesiing differer
| think the Hinckdey bl hinve realy Dome on
i mcont years. | bought a Sprint and reafy
e it; it was very oormforiable and compete

“The Cusytona was mey it chaice, but it
s just 100 single-purpose and probably too
Fast for road riding, ['ve ahways |iked the looks
of the S0 H's just 50 maan. and really sands
put on the street. [ didn't imend to buy a bike
that day but just got carried away, and Lhen
there Itwas! Brard res, In black, for EAS00
just before the reglatration ketter changed

Desplte the krgrovements to the later
Spend Tripks, Richard still has a couple of
grumbles; “The chair wears guickly and it's
very dtfficudt to acfuet withowt a certrestand
Wi hawe ta do all sors of muddng armnd
with a paddock stand every 750 miles The
dovargigees. 578 baet 1 chean at the front —and
achually, [ would be much nicer If the exhaust
e s boiakert B Ree's Bifke can be heard
awer frire wihen vwe're nding together and
SoUnds S0 iy e

“The 509 is akso quite uncomfortable at
speed and rry neck suffers on long brigs. Still,
it heldps to kesps speeds. leoal. And overal] the
bikee i sarmply fantastic to nde. [t Gol mon
performance than amyone needs and 10025
amazing. | imach prefer the style ard
perforrnantce of the purrent Speed Triples 1o
the orighial version, which looks prety dated
nere. W 0u wWLBOT'T Dot me o Saap!” W
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