ta do, 50 heware i the engine does not spin easily
Once nanming you kno fhat this motor has something
special to offer; @ bip of the Yight throttle rewards with
& ghorious induction toar from the caths combined with
the distinctie, slightly uneven grow] from the twin
exhausts - ma need for sfter-market pipes here

(e on the mowe the hydmulic chetch and tight
gearbox wotk well to provide the rider with hasshe-
free gear selection, either up or down, provided a firm
pressure s applied by the boot. Bven neutral & easily
lacated when required, although the mimscule idiot
Rght sited between the clocks & wirtually irmdsible in
sirang sunlight.

The bike is not especialby mimble in ity taffic, as a
brief ride threugh central London peoved, with the
mirrors being strategically placed at the same height
as thowe of Mondes man, and the riders weight
falling heanily om the wrists, Happily, the mmmense

tongque of the motor meant that ft was easy enough
io frickle along throgh the worst jams and then sim-
ply wind on the throttle when conditions allowed
withowt the frenetic stming of the gears needed on
smaller machines, the rumbustious exhaust note alert-
ing the car drivers to the presence of the bike,

Onee we'd Teft the city behind we headed oot o
the more open roads of Kent, and |t's here that the
biloe really began to show its true chamcter. The sus-
pension [on stock factory setfings) provides a com-
fortable wet controlled rde, and only when pushed
malty hard did the beast begin to wallow shghthy

coming out of comes. Diafing in more damping
reduced the wallow, but m fum led to a less sure-
footed ride under mormal conditions, which didni
really suit the torque-laden character of the matar, so
the factory settings are about right for the sverage
rider, The brakes, however, keck the initial bite needed
to bnspire real hooliganism, and ame not as prognessie
&5 those o the Eater incamations, but onee a0ous-
tomed to thelr sighthy wooden feel they ame remark-
ably effective at hauling the bike down from speed,
and did not perform noticeabhy worse in the wet con-
ditbons encountered part way through the day
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